
 

 

El Choclo 

The first piece you heard in the video is El Choclo by Ángel Villoldo. During the concert, Associate 
Conductor, Gonzalo Farias, will use the orchestral arrangement of this piece to discuss how the 
melody and accompaniment work together.  To further enhance your students’ experience at the 
concert, the extension below can be used in tandem with the video to encourage students to 
experiment on their own instruments with a melody and accompaniment they will hear during the 
concert. Feel free to apply this to your current repertoire as well. 

Below you will find two arrangements of El Choclo for string orchestra – one in the original key of G 
minor and the other in the key of A minor. Each instrument part includes the melody, 
accompaniment, and the underlying rhythmic pattern. The rhythmic pattern might be clapped or 
played on unpitched percussion instruments. To hear a similar melodic and rhythmic arrangement 
of El Choclo, you can listen to this YouTube video: Ksenia Kovaleva plays Tango El Choclo by Angel 
Villoldo 

 

Aquarela do Brasil 

The second piece you heard in the video is Aquarela do Brasil by Ary Barroso, a Brazilian samba 
originally written in 1939. Below are the rhythms demonstrated by Gonzalo and Lindsey in the 
video: 

 

These rhythms could be clapped or played on unpitched percussion instruments as you listen to 
Aquarela do Brasil. Encourage your students to explore the use of this rhythm in other contexts, 
including as an accompaniment to pieces they already know. You might even find some other samba 
rhythms to explore with your students! 

To listen to the original version of this song, you can listen to this YouTube video: Aquarela do Brasil 

 

 

https://youtu.be/zp2MT7DGGyg?si=Oosy4TFGAL1j-GmQ
https://youtu.be/zp2MT7DGGyg?si=Oosy4TFGAL1j-GmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVc2GYjz5zU&list=PLCUQ2Xb2K8GM&index=6


El Choclo (G minor - original key)
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El Choclo (G minor)
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El Choclo (A minor)
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El Choclo (A minor)
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